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EVS Placement in Belgium– Maison des Jeunes of Marche-en-Famenne – Working with young people aged 12-26
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Project name: Maison des Jeunes of Marche-en-Famenne 
Location: Marcheen-Famenne, Belgium 
Host Organization and web link:  Compagnons Bâtisseurs Belgium (CBB) http://www.compagnonsbatisseurs.be/volontariat-letranger/ 
Host Contact: Serena Verlato (email: evs@compagnonsbatisseurs.be; telephone: +32 84 31 44 13)
European Youth Portal Database Link: https://europa.eu/youth/volunteering/organisation/20000217530_lt 
Sending Organization:  UNA Exchange – www.unaexchange.org / evscoordinator@unaexchange.org 
Dates: 1st February 2017 for 12 months.   

Host Organisation Description:
La Maison des Jeunes (MJ)/the Youth Club is an association financed by the French Community of Belgium. They work in Marche-en-Famenne, a 17,000 inhabitants’ town which is located in the south of the country. Their mission is to promote youth active citizenship, participation and empowerment. In all their activities -trainings, creative and artistic workshops, outdoors activities and visits, organization of concerts and cultural events- they strive to work on the basis of a “pedagogy of the project." Through negotiation, preparation, implementation and evaluation of activities, they hope to encourage young people to acquire new skills and support them in developing themselves as people and citizens. The young people who come in the youth house are aged between 12 & 26 years old.  The young people participate in activities such as: dance, African drumming, musical creation and fashion design workshops, organization of concerts and radio emissions.

Proposed activities/ Volunteer tasks:
The volunteer will have the possibility to participate in all our activities: artistic workshops, sport activities, organisation of cultural events and free time activities in the youth club.  The youth club is open almost every day of the week after school ends, organizes more than 10 musical concerts every year as well as different trainings (magic, drums, pictures…) corresponding to holidays period at school.  The volunteer will be involved in all these activities and will be able to propose his/her own after school activities. S/he will also work sometimes in partnership with other local youth and social organisations.   
· Free time at the youth club 
With the help of a staff member, the volunteer will be at the youth house and welcome the young people who come there to spend some free time after school. During these moments, the youth house is open to everyone. The young people come to meet each other, play some games (darts, baby foot, board games…), they discuss and so on. The staff members are available to facilitate the activities but the youngsters are free to participate or not, as this space is more a space dedicated to socialization than participation to activities.   
· Artistic or sport workshop 
Up to his/her capacity and motivation, the volunteer could take part in some of the following activities: sport, dance, music, fashion design workshops...   
· Cultural Visits 
The volunteer could help in organising some visits out of the youth house (bowling, paintball, amusement park, museum…)  
· Collective activities with other EVS volunteers 
The EVS activity within La Maison des Jeunes is part of an EVS group project that aims to increase European awareness among youth in the town of Marche-en-Famenne and to improve a closer collaboration between the local youth services. For this reason, some activities will be run with other EVS volunteers (hosted by three other local organizations). The volunteers are encouraged to work together especially during specific youth events organized once a year in Marche-en-Famenne: Rock festival, youth services open day... The volunteers will help to prepare and follow-up these events. In some occasions, they can hold an information stand presenting EVS program and youth exchange opportunities. We would also like to organize a “European night” in the local youth house to give volunteers the possibility to present their country and traditions.   
· The volunteer’s language and culture training course 
We always expect from the volunteer to share with us his/her culture and passions. Volunteers of La Maison the Jeunes are used to organize, in the second part of their EVS project, a course of their language or other aspects of their cultures: you are welcome to let us know more about your country cooking traditions, habits, language and so on. If the volunteer is not interested in organising a language course, s/he will have anyway the possibility to implement another personal project!  We will really appreciate volunteer’s initiatives and proposals!

Living environment: (Accommodation, food, money, transport, location information...):
The volunteer will be hosted in a house that s/he will share with other EVS volunteers. The house is located in the centre of Marche-en-Famenne and has all the modern comfort needed. The volunteer will receive a monthly allowance and will take care of the meals by her/himself. 
During his/her EVS, the volunteer will live and mostly work in Marche-en-Famenne. The town offers all modern facilities (shops, supermarkets, sport center, cinema….).  For the urban-life-style-lover, it is however IMPORTANT to note that our town is located in a semi-rural area. 
Even if it is not far away from the biggest Belgian cities (57 km from Liège, 106 km from Brussels, 47 km from Namur) and well connected by train, Marche-en-Famenne can sometimes look remote and very quiet.      

Volunteer profile: – 18-30 at time of application, UK resident before and after departure, valid passport for at least 1 year after end of activity.  

How to apply: Each application must send 
1. A CV
2. A project related motivation letter explaining why the volunteer wants to take part in the project.
To evs@compagnonsbatisseurs.be (please specific which project you are apply for in the email)

Deadline : September 2016
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