
Electricity In 1933 1 in 3 houses in Britain had an electricity supply 

Telephone The public phone was first invented in 1912

Telegraph This was used a lot in the First World War
– a way of transferring messages over distance using wires. 

Cars Cars started being mass produced after World War 1, but they were too 
expensive for ordinary people. 

Trams Trams were popular in towns and cities in the UK in the 1920s and 1930s.

Buses These became more reliable by the 1920s

Television In 1926 John Logie Baird, a Scottish engineer, demonstrated the first television 
set in London. The TV became common after the Second World War

Films The first ‘talkie’ film was shown in September 1928

Medicine Alexander Fleming invented penicillin in 1928

Health There was a big flu epidemic in Britain in 1918. More than 200,000 died.

Health The National Health Service came into being in 1948

Women’s Rights Women over 21 years old won the right to vote in elections for the first
time in 1918

What happened when…? 


